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Tarift
threat
comes as
election
looms

Biden signals China and
US working-class voters

Joey Garrison
USA TODAY

WASHINGTON - During his three-
plus years in office, President Joe Biden
has reversed former President Donald
Trump’s actions on immigration, cli-
mate and a long list of other areas.

Yet higher tariffs imposed on Chinese
imports remain.

Not only has Biden left in place
Trump’s tariffs on some $300 billion of
Chinese goods, this week he threatened
to more than triple a 7.5% tariff rate on
China steel and aluminum to 25%.

The move appears as much about the
2024 election as economics, according
to trade experts.

Biden is sending a signal to the Unit-
ed Steelworkers union - in an appeal to
working-class voters - that he hears
their complaints that China holds an
unfair advantage in steel competition.
And Biden is putting China on notice for
what the Biden administration calls
China’s manufacturing overcapacity -
producing more products, including
steel, than its demand domestically or

See TARIFFS, Page 2A

President Joe Biden recently
announced actions to protect U.S.
steel and shipbuilding industries.
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Willie Roberts, center, Ascension St. Vincent’s Community Outreach-Faith nursing manager in Jacksonville,
bonds with one of the babies and new mothers in the Brighter Beginnings class she leads.
PROVIDED BY ASCENSION ST. VINCENT'S

Help for new mothers

‘Brighter Beginnings’ program educates, eases fears

Beth Reese Cravey
Jacksonville Florida Times-Union
USA TODAY NETWORK

In Duval County’s long battle against a stubbornly
high infant mortality rate, 18-month-old Kenneth
Gruse is a survivor.

Early in her pregnancy, mother Kimberly Dingler

Kimberly Dinger and her 18-month-old son, Kenneth
Gruse. PROVIDED BY KIMBERLY DINGLER

TO LEARN MORE

Brighter Beginnings: For more information contact
Willie Roberts at (904) 308-7558 or
willie.roberts@ascension.org.

Northeast Florida Healthy Start Coalition: For more
information call (904) 723-5422 or go to

was single, living by herself and frightened of the un-
certainty ahead.

“This was going to be my first baby,” she said. “It
was a scary time for me. I had never even changed a
diaper or let alone even held a baby.”

Her UF Health Jacksonville doctors referred her to
Brighter Beginnings, an Ascension St. Vincent’s Hos-
pital-sponsored program to help reduce Duval Coun-
ty’s infant mortality rate, which is improving but still
above the state average and other Florida metropol-
itan areas. Each free three-hour session gave Dingler
a wealth of information on topics such as infant care,
infant safe sleep skills, prenatal and postpartum edu-
cation and prevention of SIDS, or sudden infant death
syndrome.

Participants had lunch while they were there and
often went home with diapers, wipes and formula, as
well as boosted confidence.

“I was unsure what to expect, but I knew I needed
some help and guidance. I was pleasantly surprised,”
she said. “It made my first year with my son less
stressful. ... Helped ease my fears.”

nefhealthystart.org.

See MOTHERS, Page 6A

Poll: Trump tops Biden in Fla., leads in Hispanic, younger voters

Antonio Fins
Palm Beach Post
USA TODAY NETWORK

A pollissued Thursday by Florida At-
lantic University and Mainstreet Re-
search shows former President Donald
Trump with a comfortable 8-percent-
age-point lead over President Joe Biden
in Florida.

The poll has Trump at 51% of likely
voters with Biden at just 43%. More
worrisome for the president, Trump en-
joys leads among the various sectors of
the Sunshine State electorate, including

among Hispanic and younger voters.
The poll of 815 people has a 3.3-percent-
age-point margin of error.

Trump tops Biden by 2.8 percentage
points in the 18-to-34 group, 1.5 per-
centage points in the 35-to-49 group
and 13.1 percentage points among La-
tinos. Even among women, said to be a
strength for Democrats elsewhere, Bi-
den leads Trump by just a fraction of a
point, 47.8% to 47.6%.

“Florida is a pretty strong state for the
former president, and that’s pretty well
reflected here,” said Kevin Wagner Wag-
ner, an FAU political scientist and

pollster.

“If Biden is going to have a chance to
win this state, he’s going to have to do
considerably better with younger voters
than he’s doing. He’s going to have to do
better with Hispanic voters than he is
doing.”

The survey also found Biden under-
performing among white voters with
college degrees, leading Trump by just
47.9% to 46.1%, while getting trounced
by the presumptive Republican nomi-
nee among white voters without college
degrees, 62% to 39.2%.

Moreover, some 67% of those polled
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listed pocketbook issues — the econo-
my, the cost of living, home insurance
and immigration — as their high-priori-
ty issues. Abortion, the environment
and foreign policy totaled just 23%.
That appears significant as polling took
place April 15-17, after Trump an-
nounced his preference for states rights’
preference on reproductive freedoms
last week.

This month, the Biden-Harris 2024
campaign stated that Florida “is in play.”
The poll suggests the president’s

See POLL, Page 6A
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Mothers

Continued from Page 1A

Communitywide effort underway
to reduce infant deaths

Duval County’s infant mortality rate
is 7.2 deaths for every 1,000 births, com-
pared to the state average of six deaths
for every 1,000, births, according to Dr.
Sunil Joshi, chief health officer on Jack-
sonville Mayor Donna Deegan’s staff.

For 2019 through 2022, the county’s
rate for SIDS has been 1.0 for every 1,000
births, compared to the state rate of 0.3,
according to the Florida Department of
Health. That translated to 12 of Florida’s
66 SIDS deaths in 2022, 14 of the state’s
65 deaths in 2021, 14 of the 59 state
deaths in 2020 and nine of the 60 state
deaths in 2019, according to the depart-
ment.

Although the SIDS rate remains un-
changed, Duval’s overall infant mortal-
ity rate has improved in the last four
years — it was 9.5 deaths for every 1,000
births. The state rate has remained “sta-
ble over the same time period,” Joshi
said.

Brighter Beginnings and other pro-
grams help pregnant women and new
mothers “make a difference” in saving
babies’ lives, said Faye Johnson, CEO of
Northeast Florida Healthy Start Coali-
tion.

“We’'ve seen a 35% decrease in [area]
infant mortality since home visiting and
education programs first started over
the last few decades,” she said. “Howev-
er, the rates continue to be influenced by
the social determinants of health and
policy issues that will need to be ad-
dressed before we can make further
progress in Northeast Florida.”

Joshi agreed.

“There is a combination of factors at
play, including access to OB care early in
pregnancy, substance misuse, pre-term
labor, congenital infections and unin-
tentional sleep-related death,” he said.
“The social determinants of health,
which include inequalities in income,
housing and health literacy, also play a
role. Many younger women do not un-
derstand the importance of prenatal
care in achieving a successful pregnan-
cy and healthy baby.”

Deegan has made the issue a priority,
and several years ago the City Council
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included an infant mortality focus area
in their strategic plan, Johnson said.

Joshi credited the reduced Duval rate
to nonprofits using community health
workers to “engage with prenatal and
post-partum women” on such topics as
self-care, substance misuse, breast-
feeding and appropriate sleeping ar-
rangements for newborns.”

The community health workers “are
culturally competent and bring appro-
priate shared life experiences with
these families,” he said. “This allows for
a deeper connection at the grassroots
level which allows moms, dads and
families to learn from people they feel
comfortable with.”

The city also plans to fund as many
as three additional workers for one of
the nonprofits, which can reach about
200 at-risk women a year, Joshi said.
“This has the potential to make a major
impact,” he said.

But the community must encourage
more pregnant women to get prenatal
care, which includes “appropriate
screening tests and medical manage-
ment to keep themselves healthy,” Joshi
said. They should also get tested for
syphilis because untreated syphilis
likely will be passed to the baby. The
treatment is “cheap, safe and very effec-
tive — penicillin,” he said.

Accidental suffocation
one cause of infant death

Willie Roberts, Ascension St. Vin-
cent's Community Outreach-Faith
nursing manager, leads Brighter Begin-
nings, which records show has served
1,056 people since 2014. With a 35-year
career in nursing, she readily sees the
gaps between what some pregnant
women and new mothers and their ba-
bies need to thrive and the reality of
their lives.

As Joshi noted, the so-called social
determinants of health, including eco-
nomic stability, education and housing,
are at play, she said. Some of the women
are unemployed and living in cars or in
housing that requires families to sleep
in one bed. They lack prenatal educa-
tion or parenting skills, she said. The
women in her classes have ranged in age
from 12 to 47.

“They come from everywhere,” Rob-
erts said. “We don’t reject anyone.”

A major focus of the classes is safe
sleep for infants: Sleeping by them-
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Willie Roberts, Ascension St. Vincent’s Community Outreach-Faith nursing
manager, left, and registered nurse Donna Watts prepare to hand out diapers at
the Brighter Beginnings class for pregnant women and new mothers.

PROVIDED BY ASCENSION ST. VINCENT'S

selves on their backs at night and for
naps carries the lowest risk of SIDS.
About 20% of all infant deaths in North-
east Florida stem from unintentional
sleep-related suffocation, according to
Joshi.

Brighter Beginnings also urges wom-
ento get prenatal care and helps them to
navigate the heath care system, Roberts
said. Other topics include nutrition,
breastfeeding, parenting skills and do-
mestic violence.

Roberts is determined that the cur-
rent communitywide effort will be suc-
cessful.

“We’re all in this together,” Roberts
said. “We're fighting. ... We’re not giving
up.”

Success stories like Dingler “keep us
going,” she said. “This is not just a pro-
gram, it’s a ministry.”

beravey@jacksonville.com,
359-4109

(904)
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re-election bid here has a lot of work to
do.

“It’s not an insurmountable lead,”
Wagner said. “But it does suggest Flor-
ida begins as a pretty strong state for
the former president.”

C

Another revelation, he said, is that
the candidacy of Robert F. Kennedy Jr.
seems to be that he would have a “sig-
nificant impact on who wins this
state.”

Antonio Fins is a politics and busi-
ness editor at The Palm Beach Post,
part of the USA TODAY Florida Net-
work. You can reach him at
afins@pbpost.com. Help support our
journalism. Subscribe today.
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McGowan Spinal Rehabilitation Center

END NUMBNESS & TINGLING.
FEEL BETTER. MOVE BETTER. LIVE BETTER.

Bulging & Herniated Disc
Treatment

Degenerative Disc Disease
Treatment

Sciatic Leg Pain Treatment

SPINAL

DECOMPRESSION

PACKAGE

Consultation

Qualifying Examination

MRI Review (if necessary)
|2 1 Decompression Session

(if eligible after your
| exam and consultation)

| ¥ Answers to All Your
Questions
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Arm & Neck Pain Treatment
Back Pain Treatment
Pinched Nerve Treatment

Spinal decompression is a non-surgical, non-invasive treatment that can benefit
individuals suffering from various types of pain and discomfort, especially
in the neck, back, and sciatic regions. The benefits of spinal decompression

include:

1. Pain relief: By decompressing the spine, pressure is taken off of the nerves and

discs, leading to pain relief.

2. Improved mobility and flexibility: Spinal decompression can loosen up tight muscles
and improve range of motion, allowing for better flexibility and movement.

3. Increased circulation: Decompressing the spine can increase blood flow and
oxygenation to the affected area, promoting healing and reducing inflammation.

4, Reduced need for medication: Spinal decompression can help reduce reliance on
pain medications, which can have negative side effects.

5. Avoidance of surgery: For some individuals, spinal decompression can be an
effective alternative to surgery, avoiding the risks and recovery time associated

with invasive procedures.

904-750-3020




